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Tank Rest 1, BURC, and Tank Tactics in ¥GA

RSPCRT

Tank Regiment 1, BURG  3ee OB Summary (Incl L) wnd TC/t charts (Incl 2 & 3}

kote thut the lst Bn hss 3 compunies, while the 2d and 3d Bn have two Co’a each

Training for .daneuvers

1. alerte

The continuous sounding of & siren for a prolonged period of time will
indicate un ulert. all persomnel will at once proceed to their ausigned tunks
snd vehicles, while Zn COBs will report to the Hegt CC for orders. It is general
practice to have all alerts at night whether they are test ulerts or combat
ulerts. In u combat 2lert all tunks and vehicles will be prepared for aciion
within Y0 minutes =nd the 1/3gt of each company with & smill detuil and one truck
will proceed to the ammunition depot to loud the reguired ammunition. IBn CBs repor
to Regt?l CU that buttalions are ready to move, and are subsequently informed by
the Regt'l CO of route of march to the concentration ajiea, which was generally
located in u wooded terrain a distance of 20 km i of BURCG {no pinpoint location)e
Upon arrival, assigned positions are taken wy by the units and securiiy measures
are initiszted to protect the area from any surprise attackss

2., Concentrstion area in ianeuvers

iurge scale maneuvers, n shich all units of the lst itz R Div (ICTSDAX)
participated, oegan in early Oct 56 in the urea of ALIETZ (UT4 33000 0233)
Source's wnit, Tk Regt 1, wus acsigned a concentration area located approximately
20 ki from the first enemy kr:unchs +hen the concentration arsa had been extensive=
ly reconnoitered, &ll units of the Tk legt 1 moved intc the concentration area
wnd the Ytz RLf Jo of the Regt was assigned guard duty to securs the areac

3. Commanders® Reconnwisance

) The Regifl CO and his staff now move in an APC; protected by another APC
manned by 15 meng foxward in the dirsction of the first enemy line to conduct e
survey of the forward area in order to deturmine a position from which the best
view of the ememy terrain can be obtzined. Upon arriving at a point affording
a good survey of the eneny positions, the Regt'l CC and his group now start the
recormaisance of the enemy area accompanied by the CUs of other divisional
infantry units who occupy the froni trenches.

+fter the reconasisance, the Regt'l CU then explains to 4the Bn CUs
(a) ‘their individmal mission; (b) assigns the specific attuck sectors;
{¢) gives instructions as to the direction of the attack; (d) “und designates
the in (Fpehrungsbatallion) which will be the spezrhead unit in the attacic

particular considscation is placed on operatioms on the unit boundaxy in an
effort tc facilitate cooperation and coordination ¥ith adjacent unitse

4. lilssion
: The Regt'l CO emphesized to his growp the particular mission of the tank
«nd imfantry units in the offensive, comsisting of the following major points;
close coordination and cooperation between tanks snd infantry;znnihilation of
| enemy forces and weapons, destructlon of ull enemy positions including the third
trench, repulsion of possible counter attacks, advance into the enemy's depth and
!
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1

taking up pursuis of withdrawing enemy forcese

additional 'information and instructions given by the
cOmmand group are as follows: The exact time of proceediny
position und time of attack; the mnximu@ distance which the
pirsued; the location of @ specific ared at which damuged un

Regt'l CC to his
to the gunp~off
enemy will be
d disabled tanks
ield aid ctation;

and other vehicles will be concentrated; the location of v £

tHe location of the Regt'l CP during the ettack;

the logation of the rendezvoug

apoa of the Regt after the at

tuck; the operational

frequency und the wuxiliary

frajuency assigned 1o tank ra
Ares used by the chemical units
véhioles, weapons, and other
from dust and fallout foll

Until five minutes prio
be complete radio silences
oignals for inminent enemy tunic
numbors sometimes vary

thé Dive Im radic copmunications,

goints of glevation. Bn C0s in
ation on to platoon leaders.

Plutoon Heconnuisance

50

gach congany commi

equ
owing the explosion of un atomic

dio communication system; the locaticn of a spec

ific %

of the legt for the de-contamination of tanks,

ipment subjected

r to the comm

Information is-further

(533), wus (666)

from (1 to 9), and are genera

code numes (mo
{orm their Co COs

nder points out to his thres

to radioactive contzmination
warheade

encement of the attack, there will

given on specific radio

, or uir sttacks (999)« These
11y assigned by the CC of

stly fruit names) are used for
who in turn pass the informe

platoon leaders the sector
ent

of attack ausigned to them

¢hile reiterating the specific mission

s &nd designates three ori
of the Regte

stion points (CP 1 to 3),
Together with hig tank

k commanders the.platoon leadsr (himself
sance on foot in their particular
ts in the front line to obtain

driver and gunner and the two other tan
a tank commander) new conducts reconnai
asgigned arezo They consult with infantry uni
information on the enemy situation.

6. Preparation for Attack

pesition, tanks and

st the time aussigned for movement to the jump-off :
Shortly prior to or d¥

infantrty units groceed to occupy the jump~off position.

the commencement of the movement from the concentrution area, artillery prepatate |
ion fire is layed down from the concentration ares or another assigned area if
the vicinity in an effort to camoufluge the noise of the rolling tanks and
vehicles and in order to harass the enemy positions. Freparation fire will

. generally be directed to an assigned enemy area for a predeternined time, or may
last as long as friendly tanks have not yet reachsd the first enemy trench,
after which it muy be gradually shifted %o the enemy rear and then prehaps 10
an area zs far as guns will réacho

7. The ittack

nks and infantry in carriers leave the
first enemy Atrencke Upon reaching the

+t the predetermined time, iz
of f position and a@gance~towaquth§\
tne infantry units dismount and deplody ‘Gver "the entire width of the
The tahkeé move on over the area of ‘200 m between the first and

‘t heavier resistance from the enemlye
st enemy trench, different variations of
altack are possible according to facts and circumstinces present. If losses
sére heavy during the advance from the jump-off position to tlLe first trench,
advancing infantry units will be relieved by infantry units of the division
ihitrenched in forwsrd positions.: The main consideration is given tc the necessity
tg,have f{resh infaniry troops carry the attuck without interruption to the firat
agd second enemy trenches in close contact and cooperation with the tankso
(I#i this connection Source mentionéd, thut it is a principle to carry out an
attack only if the atiacker hes a superiority of three to one in men and materisdl)
when the first position of the enemy is talen, the pursuit of the enemy %0 the
séecond position i's carried out. Infantry will eiiher ride on tanks or-follow
tihks closely either in platoon or company columnse : . . .
i il
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1. 3pecial Instruction Courgess '’

. . CECRET _ N 2 ) L “?‘..:“ ,

In Deg 55, CBR instrubtors Were assigned tu participate in & special train~
ing course at the Cfficers’ Colle] ‘e- in DRESDEN, which Jasted for three;;rijpnths from
Dec 55 to Feb . 56. The course congisted of instructions and training i4n ~protective
measures in the event of atomic werfare. *Updn the zeturn of the grad'u.%t:ed CBR
instructors, chemical squads were forméd in exch batifalion, and were thoroughly
trained in specific courses under conditions of “atomictwarfare, Ior this purposep
special protective suits with protective ovexshoes,; elbow=length gloves, snd a
protective magk with canister and carrier were igsued t¢ alli p‘é‘iﬂgénnel of
chemical gquddge - o : g

1 This *traihing included protection aguinst radioactive fallout and contam-
j :‘ma.sj:ed’ ground, eguipment and protective clothing.of troops when engaging in dew
| cofitamination. Training aids in the form of large-sized, multi-colored posters on
cargbeard, special instruction minuals (DV-52-5), rods and yellow flugs bearing a
sk}i‘ 1 in black for the marking of contaminated areas, and Geiger counters were uged
'mi{‘ truction and’ tfuining of- chemical sgquadse” - .

.

] 'I.‘raininé,rj officers of “the Regt participated in these speciul courses in
order to disseminate their newly gained knowledge on protective measures in atomie
warfare to all other units of the Regt. Troops were igshed special prt}tective copes
separste protective boots-worn as overshoes, and a plastic mat to_lie on in contams
inaied arezs, in addition to the ordinary ges mask belonging to the equipment issuee

Onco a month, practical fiéld training took place for ts0 hours during which
theoreticel knowledge gained in'Fraining courses was to be yroven im practices,

In Spring 1956, Scurce arid two’othod officers of his' Regt were assigned to
participate in & conference of Gi officers-held at PRORA on Rueien island, Quriﬁg
which they witnessed: training exercises of another tunk regiment, and were sybwn 3
five or aix Soviey films depicting maneuvers of Soviet troops in the U35R. The
films included scengs’demonstrating the explosion of an atomic warhead; thé formidg {
of tne mushroom=like cloud and the following attack supported by all types of '
units by~-passing the contaminated area. )

2. Tank Technigues and Tacitits under itomic Conditions:

' All ‘crai-ni:ng exercises :{indér,simu}dﬁedra.tomic conditions were carr;‘i‘gd out
under the pressmpiion thub “the’ énemy would attéck with tactical atomic weapons such |
ag shells or‘amu“l%at pe rockets with atomic lwarhéadg instead of an atom bombe

wy vy

fiy e ‘, b‘ . "T 4 . .
udigomnandags were instructed to Keeg tafks at distances of at least
150m from guéHvitins im tdntrast to {he conyentional spacing ‘vf -50m. By these

precau&;iona‘r} xxnetﬁb%"é“.iéi-‘""'op__eration it is hoped to minimize the effects of an
atomic explosions Only when combpt’coptact ‘with-the eneny is £1nzXly established

will tanks and accompanying infantxy units’ be ":p‘:é'rm'it‘ft'ed to deploy again in the

conventional manner. It is taught :»ﬁha;:j;w.inz c¢ase the enemy uses atomic weupons, one
battelion may be wiped out by an atomigrfstrikert « » v A e .
- o K N

“ Mt
NEVEENE R -

In a-_de'ffénsiv'e'pbsg&iqr’z,\:gu‘is},\\mgneyer'é atomic' attack is anticipated,
standing ordersigle to.dig imzimpediately.e Fobdy fuel, 0il supplieg umd sikilar
items are storsd inm lirldérg-pq\gqégdghé!{té;x:a,;*’ Tahk§ are placed in ;gpkeial tank trenches
dug %0 & depth- of” :a'pproxz;rﬁstéﬁ'e'ly,'Q;}'GOm} vhich: aTé supposedly cofsidered blast proof s

s 0tha: are $l.ced in trencliés
covered with camouflage meEtihge . = i (R e
L

R
Gy

and. are gumouf laged: effectively. Al jophar - 6i"fv‘_ghi‘cl,§§‘
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;. In the offensive, tenks cre considered to afford sufficient rrotection to
¢rew members agzinst radioactive frlloute. nfter a thorough decontamination by
mémbers of the chemical squad at a specified place, they will be in operational
condition again. However, other units operating in the combat area and lacking
thé protection of armor, will teke immediate cover upon the explosion of an atomic
warheado They will lie prone onthse ground, take advantage of all terrain alevas.
tions and will put their protective capes over themselves and their equipmento
ihey will remain under cover until the chemical squads have determined by means of
théir Geiger counters that radioactive: dust has ceased to falls,

- it that time, or in the event that un attack is ordered, every soxdler—
throws his protective cape off, taking good care and every precsution not to come
1nto contact with its outer surface which is by now badly contaminated by falléuto
The protective cape is left behind and will be collected by the chemical squad
for decontamination at a later time, if feasible, The attack is now continued and
eaqh soldier, while carrying his-weapon in the right hand, holds a plastic mat
rolled up in his left, which he unrolls and lies flat on it in case of any
emergencyu The mat protects the soldier from the contaminated ground and is
always carried by him in un unrolled position while he advances. The upper sui-
face of the mat on which the soldier has to lie to avoid contzct with the contdmi-
ndted ground and the outer surface, is marked by two red stripes to preclude dany
confusion with the contaminated sides %he rectangle-sized mat is held in shape by
wooden slats fustened to each of its small sides. The size of the mat is
approximutely 1o40 x 0.70m, and it has a thickness of Y1y to 2mme

iny surviving platoon leader first noticing the explosion of «n atomic
wafhead will fire a signal flure at once displaying a red cluster of stars as &
waraing of an atomic explosion, &g a result of which all aforementioned precaution«
ary measures are tauken. .

Contaminated areas are immediately marked by the chemical units in the
£0110w1ng manner: Iron rods, 6mm in diameter and 1.20m long are pluced into the
ground at distances of 15 to 20m, which are connected by one strund of 2cm wide .
yellow ribbon, thus surrounding the area of radioactivity. at the top of the rody
. triangular flag of yellow plastic material showing a skull in black is clamped
on, In case of areas with brush and other obstacles, another 1.20m long rod i3
clamped to the first rod as an extension, and a second like flag is displuyed at
its end. In instances where the presence ot ges only renders the area inaccessible
plain yellow flags and a rad ribbon zre usede

Passages thfough the contaminnted areas, which were previously rendered
.sife by decontamination, consisting in the removal of the top soil infiltrated. w;th
fallout, or by being covered with woodén planks or mats, are specifically merked
ifi the same manner as described above, except that rods will not be connected by
any ribbon. . Safe passages “through c¢ontaminated areas are generzlly 15-m~wide and
giards from the chemical platoon areposted at the entrandes to direct troops ard
vehicles:

3, (ffensive with Simulated Atomic ﬁeapons:

T In trnlnlna it is assumed th t “ant offens;ve w111 be supncrted by the e
of s ¢1mulated atomic wenpons in the form,of shélls or smalletype, shHorte-range .
rockets with atomic warheads. Such shells and rockets are not in .ctual use in
uGA units, and Source does not belisve that they are stored in :GA ammunition’ o1 .
dthor depots. Source has no -specific knowledge whether such weapons wure in thé
poynession of Boviet units in the GDR. Source states that ﬁslfepropelled artllleﬁy
pleﬁes were supgposed to have fired the .simulated shells with the atomic marhead9
while simulated rockets were supposedly lsunched from trucks of the rocket~laufiche
n& types Fire with these weapons was directed at the second position of the
~‘enenw which was supposed to'be locuted approximately 7 km to the rear of the first
posmtlono This distance was deemed necessary to preclude any damage or danger
to the own forcess . i
: The places of impact of dtomlc warhead “111 be commuhicated to all frlendly
. trooa units in muneuver area, who will be instructed not to enter any contaminz ted
. regions but to carry out their attacke by-passing such areas if pos iblea
. NOTE: R wotion of this & in whole c: in CLASSIFICATION " NOTE: This d the.
race is prohibited, {f SECRET or TOP SECRZIT, ex naticnel defense -of the Un!taxl Smes wx:bln the meanln
vizh pemission: of the fzwing offics, Al dt:‘mm ior of the E..pkmagn A:’:. 0 US.C 31 and 32, B9 nmem.

:\*uo*\.v 0o rchm}m:a witl dlzected it the its
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'y preparation in an: effort to’ destroy ‘the second position.of the en § 7
7 and thus to relieve, inxendly unitsin-the following attdck.: s Prevailt fn(j"...'.“ S
neai‘.her conditicns are condidered of major importunce in determining the mployment
R of atomic warheads in an offensive action. In the event tn,.\t the dlrf.cpign of :
prevailing winds would .possibly -endanger frlendly um,ts‘,”’oy fadioactives {nllcm‘.s
atomic warheads would not be employed:\. AN PR : é:i
All trainmg maneuvers of the~ BGA” are ‘carried out unde* war-llke condltlons,
and Source believes that it is reasone.ble 4o assume' that no mzjor tactical changes
will become effective. in an emergency: \ \the enployment of50x1 -HUM
troop units and formations will remain and be practiced in the same manner as
combat training has been carried out since 19564 -

. v
.

4o, Tank mcﬁcs in Defenset . Co ,
ERPI
In a defersive situation, the tank can ba utilized in effective operations

in the following rethods: a).as an immobile .n:t:.ller;y piece ; located in a secure
tank trench; b) ss mobile artillery with two or:thfee alternate positions
constructed as tank trenches, which the tank backs out of to fire, und after firing.
shifts over to another tank trench; ¢) as & tank in embush with the mission to
permit enemy tanks to advance: and then fire on the enemy from ambush; d) to be

-in initiating a counter-attack from a defense position. In a tuctical withw

1, a tank plato(m, in cooperation with art:.llery und infantry, will cover

ithdrawdl cC a battalzon:

Amgh).bian T Jnks 2

. The amphibian tunk platoon in Tk-Regt I is under the direct control of %he
' Rogt?) CJ, and is not subordinate to:the reconnaisance company. ilowever, upon
special orders -issued by the Regt®l GO, anphibian tenks are used for reconnaisancae
purposes or for action in such migsion precluding the employment of ordinary tanks
due to the presence of sizeable lukes or other water obstructionso’

De, u‘iring Practices

1, ,ﬁlth 85mm gun on T=34:

In bep 56, firing practice was conducted in HILLERSLSBEE near AGDEBURG
where special filring Tunges for tanks-are locatedo The following methods of firing
the gun wera pﬁécmlced- 2) From a ‘tank in hotion on a stationary turget; b) ‘from|
a tank halting fok' 6 to 8 seconds at a target in motion; ¢) @ ‘from u stationery
tank on‘stationary and moving targets; .d) .and night firing practzce on illuminatedj
and nofiwilluminated targetss Firing accuracy. was only 60 to 6) % when flring the

Te %4 85mm gun from a‘brlef halte W ;

. l2u’-‘ iith 100 mm“Gun on P=54 ¢

. x&hen unit “hid completed thezr firing pmctlce, he .#nd 850X1-HUM
 numbex-0f co-offkicers of his unif asked and received permission: frod. %wp «Soviet 7
oﬁ‘lcars ~'ohey Knew b 4o have firing-practicé with the .100mm gun ang: with;the: drlver’s
machine gun instilled son & T-54. [ Ivermitted to:fire three: 100mm rdunds
from 2 moving T-54 at a moving, target of 3 mm thick armor-plate in: the form of »

-tank silhouette at a mnbe ‘of anproumately 1% 100 me * : : 50X1 -HUM
- . PR v P L 50X1- HUM
‘ ‘esta.mated the’ £iring aﬁcuracy:at 80, and were of
'the unanimous opinion that the gun was very reliable and aceurate. Scurce was uold l‘
th:t the gun was equipped with.a- stabidizer which Wwas located undernssth
a large metal cover houslng torsard: of the:breach block: and-inddr: the “Zun': »ube‘-5OX1 HUM
« Tange finder device iridiczted ranges from 400.to: 5;000 m* {rom ..hlc 50X'] HUM

e Bl St o
the firiag ranie t;z:; :De,& maximum of 5 000+ o’ o i 50)(1 HUM

PANS AN o

Other specifications ol -‘themumas }
by Soviet Cfficers are as FOllbwss @ ‘wm t7dx @l oew g TN 50X1-HUM
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